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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for adjusting a ringing signal current in a 
subscriber line with a controlled ringing signal generator , [[a]] the ringing signal generator 
being coupled to the subscriber line and generating a ringing signal voltage, the ringing 
signal current being dropped across the subscriber line and a load of at least one 
subscriber coupled to the subscriber line r i nging s i gna l gen e rator wh i ch g e n e rates th e 
ringing signa l b ei ng conn e cted to on e e nd of th e subscriber li ne and at l e ast on e 
subscr i b e r b e ing conn e ct e d to anoth e r e nd of the subscribor lino , the method comprising 
th e fo l lowing stops : - 

(a) detecting a ringing signal current of th e ring i ng s i gna l flowing through the 
subscriber line : 

(b) comparing the detected ringing signal current with a pr e d e t e rmin e d current 
va l u e stored current values, wherein each stored current value is 
associated with a stored voltage value in dependence of the number of 
subscribers coupled to the subscriber line and the length of the subscriber 
line in such a manner that by adjusting a ringing signal voltage to a 
respective stored voltage value, the corresponding ringing signal current is 
egual to a predetermined optimum current value : [[and]] 

(c) wh e n th e d e t e cted ringing s i gnal curr e nt i s gr e at e r than the pr e d e t e rm i ned 
curr e nt va l u e , reduc i ng a r i nging s i gna l voltag e of th e ringing signa l in such 
a mann e r that the ring i ng si gnal curr e nt is e qua l to the pr e d e t e rm i n e d 
curr e nt va l u e , th e r i ng i ng s ignal voltage b ei ng dropp e d across th e 
subscrib e r l i n e and a l oad of th e at le ast on e subscrib e r setting the ringing 
signal voltage to a corresponding voltage value associated with the stored 
current value if the detected ringing signal current is greater than the 
predetermined optimum current value: and 

(d) wherein detecting the ringing signal current and adiusting the ringing signal 
voltage is carried out periodicallv or once per ringing signal . 
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2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wh e r e in the method also 
e xh i b i ts th e fo ll ow i ng step comprising : 

(a) setttftg adiustino a supply voltage of the ringing signal generator in 
dependence on the ringing signal voltage. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (New) The method as claimed in claim 4 wherein the supply voltage for the ringing 
signal generator is adjusted in such a manner that the supply voltage is just sufficient for 
being able to transmit the ringing signal without distortion via the subscriber line. 



